What Abont the Hypocrite?

The International Sunday Bchool Les-
son for Junas Is, "The FParable
of the Tures.” Matthew 183:24-30;
36143,

BY WILLIAM T. BLLIS.

HERE are hypoerites. Plenty
of them. The world abounds
in hypocrites — hypocrite
butterflles, hypocrite bugs,
hyvpocrite worms, hypocerite
birds, hypocrite reptiles,

hypocrite beasts. Nor ‘has the
alm of lower lifée & monopoly: there
hypoerite statesmen, hypocrite
ms men, hypoerits lawyvers, hyp-
Adoctors, hypoerite editors, hypo-
erite authors, hypocrite Christians—
all pretending to be what they are not.
There are even hypocerite sinners: per-
sons pretending to be worse than they

e

&re. So long as human sight and un-
derstanding continue poor, hypocrisy
will saln o factor in life. It may

e admitted as such and dealt
with frankls

No Hypocrite Worries About It

Some folk are troubled over this
question of hypocrites, There alwnys
havg been such anxious ones. Peo-
pla outslde the church profess to be
ve=- much concerned ovér the hypo-
erites who we
—~alihough often, it may fearsed, this,
gttitude itself is hypooritical. That
) church members
members for appearance's sake Is
probably trus, although the evidence
would be hard for mortal to collect.
That may bes true, {a a source of
worry nnd weakness to the church.
vet after all perhaps It should not be

led aboul.

There Js a pointed story told by
Jesus on this subject and the rRpplica-

y of It meems to be that hypocrites
should pot be fretted over by the ser-
vants of the Kingdom. Indeed, there
iz no peed for anybody to worry about
the hypoerites. Some tender con-
solenees are disturbad lest they should
belong to this category. No one who
B troubled 18 in mny danger of
h orisy. Those who are afrald of
being hypoerites have the least need
of belng afrald, Hereln hypoerisy Is
like the “unpardonable sin:" no one
who I8 congerned over (it Is in any
danger from it. One may be a weak,
bungling Christlan, but that ls a far
different matter from being & hypo-
erite The hypocrite is one who de-
liborately serves the enemy in the guise |
of a friend. He is designedly making
use of the outward appearance of re-
Jiglon in order to =erve his own biase
purposes,

The Whent nnd the Tares.

This great teaching Jesus put in
gtory form, “The Kingdom of Heaven
is H’kem-d gnto the man who sowed
gnod xeed in his field, but while men
slapt, his enemy came and sowed tares
also among the wheat and went away.
But when the blade sprang up and
brought forth fruit, then appeared the
tares alse, And the servants of the
housshold eame and sald unto him:
8ir. didst thou not sow good sesd In
thy fleld? Whenece, then, hath It
tares? And he sald then unto tham,
An cnemy hath done this And the
gervants gaid unto,  him, Wilt thou
then that we go and gather them up?
And he sald, Nay: lest haply while
ye gathsr up the tares; ye root up the
wheat with them., Let both grow to-
gether until the harvest, and in the
time of the harvest T will say first to
the reapers, Gather up first the tares,
and bind them In bundles to burn
them: but gather the wheat Into my
barn.’”
Worrylng Over the Lord's Business.

in thls graphic story which is the
clearsst picture of hypocerites drawn
by Jesus, we find old Satan &t his
planting, Some people would ellminate
the devil; but that does not get rid of
his work. No man who knows very
much about real life hoids pretty little
theorles which have no place for old
Satan. If anvbody’'s faith In the exist-
ence of the devil needs strengthening,
ha has but to read the day's news-
paper. 1f there he does not find him,
ha will find that soms other power
which might as well bear his name s
deing devilish work in the worjd. All
good must reckon with evil, The boy
or girl who is sent out into life with
no knowlcdes of this darker side of
existence ls unarmed for a real con-
fiict. Let us face the fact of actlve,
ceaseless and ingentous labor by the
forces of sin.

The subtlety of the enemy in the
story consisted of the fact that the
tares, or darnel, as they are called.
look quite 1lke wheat at the beginning
Tt 1= not untl]l the wheat begins to rip-
en that the darne! shows its trus na-
ture. There is an optimistic note in
the point that the tares were sown In
the grain fleld and not the grain in
the figld of tares, The good predoml-
nates despite the existence of the bad.

it

the cloak of religion|

are church.)

Life iz not all 111. While it is unwise
to ignore the malign, It is greater un-
wisdom to think only the things that
are avil, The distrustful, suespicious
person who regardas his fellow beings

with an eve that attributes to them |

the worst, Is Just about the unhappiest
mortal that encumbers thias old earth.
The Test of the Harvest,

An impatient host of high minded
people want to reform the world over
night. They have a detalled program
for making over the human race, and
they want it all Fut lnto operation at
once. 'They overlook the many thou-
sands of yvears durlng which man has
been on the upgrade, ]
“Do 1t now."” They would legislate the
old Adam out of human nature.
this they resemble the fussy servants
of tha housaholder in the parable,

But God has more patlence.
knows how to walt.  Thers are few
more interesting studies In the fiald of
theology than the patlence of God.
Why has he waited so long and en-
dured so much? Why has he 1ot man
coma to his present estate., which
none ton high, by slow degrees? Why
not enmct a state of soclety wharein
ail men would ba as the angels? Some-
how we know that 1t belongs to the
God nature to be atrong and to be
patient, A child wants what he wanta
when he wants it. A mature person
can walt and work through the years
for a coveted prize. Sald a father In
gslf-confession, having in mind his
own wanderihg son: *“Traln up a
child In the way he shouald go, and
when hae Is old he will not depart from
it"—when he Is younz he may wander,
but-he will come back when ha is gld.”

"Ha thsat bslisveth shall not make
haste."” It is part of ripeness of
judgment to take the years Into con-
slderation. Young people wonder that
political managers should be planning
two and three yvears ahead for a presi-
dentis]l campaign. Already the news-
papers of the Unired Stautes are full of
conjecture concerning the candldate
for 1912, The long look Is the mark
of the big and the wise, Harvest Is
coming some day. That Is the com-
fort aof all who seak tha world's weal.
Tha grain is dbound for the garner, and

Thelr motto l=|

1n | pointed,

|
.1

the tares for the fire. The lares know
that they are tares; so doew the Lord
of the harvest. Sp what is the use of
worrylng about hypocrites In the
church?
The Proof at the End.

Gaunt visaged reformers In thelr
zeal try to remedy age long ills over
night. The sad fact about reform
movemente is that they usually have
to be done all over again. Not that
such effort ha= not a place In Nfe; but
it I not the normal place. The Sun-
day school way is the better way: keep
on cultivating the wheat: don't worry
gbout the tares; they are God's busi-
ness. Seek the good and do not fret
overmuch about the bad. A construc-
tive program of life and labor has the
support of this parable, and of all the
accumulated wisdom of the race, It is
better for a person to express his pow-
ers positively, as by teaching a Sunday
schopl cless that )asts through the
years, rather than to spend himself
In hypocritical denunciation of evil

The end proves all. It is rather un-

| fashionable in these days to talk about

the conclusion of the whole matter.
Our modern cocksure state of mind,
which econvenlently forgets it= wild
guezsps gbout the comet's tall and the
milllon lesser matters, is certain that
all the questions of eternity are settied
here on this little sphere called the
earth. A few questions this seif-confi-
dent attitude. The older faith of a
judgment day when socounts are even-
ly balanced is surely more reasonable,
as the parable points out. Xipling Is
reported to have safd one time:
““There |8 surely zombndy somewhere
who gives us our licks sometime.”
The Inevitable Meaping.

The flald of the wheat and the
darnel points forward to the lnevitable
harvest, The graln eannot escape the
garner, None of God's own Tall out of
his hand. And the far¢s cannot es-
cape destructlon. There may be hypo-
critea In the church, but there are
none in Heaven. Ths old, old strug-
gle between the contending forces of
light and darkness on this earth is
going to be ended some day. Then
there will be no doubt as to which side
one Is on.

In the tarrific pleture painted by the
Master himself it s get forth that “the
Son of man sball send forth His
angels and they shall gather out of
His Kingdom gsll things that caupse
stumhling and they that do Inlquity,
and s=hall cast them |nto the furnace
of fire: there shall bes weeping and
wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then
ghill -the rirhteous shine forth as the
sun in the Kinzdom of their Father.
He that has ears to hear, let him
hear.™

The Extended Life,

Terze Commenta for June 26, “Money,
Men and Prayers: the Three Great
Misslonary Needs." 1II Cor. §:1-9;
Matt, 9:35-38.

BY WILLIAM T. ELLIS.

There ars warinus ways of coming
inte contact with the misslon field.
Soma of us may touch It with our
hands, zathering the ripe grain for
the King of garners; others of us can
touch It only through the contribu-
tion box; the point of contact is our
zifts: still others- reach the regions
bevond by way of the Mercy Seat;
they are the Christiang whosa prayers
constantly ascend for the causs of
missions, The first of these menns is
a privilege granted only to a few; the
other two rest as a duty upon every
follower of the Savior of the world.

We may go by sending. OQur gifts
may represent us on the foreign Aelds.

Who is the missionary? Is it alone
the person who Jjourneys to foreign
lands, turning his back upon home
and loved ones for the gospel's sake?
Such a definition excludes those who,
perhapa at great sacrifice, surrender
son or brother or friend. It shuts out,
tlso those whose gifts and pravers and
labnrs at home make possible the de-
parture of the workers for forelgn
flelds Surely It is not God's plan

| that a few individunls should be chos-

en out of the ranks of all of God's
falthful ones and to them be glven the
high name of missionaries. Whoever
labors, In whatever manneér or In
whatever place, for the extension of
God's kingdom on earth is a mission-
ary. There is hope and cheer and
glory for all of Christ's friends In the
truth that to hils eye there i1s no dif-
farence between those who go and
those who stay that
Every true Christian s a missionary.

We may shut the Spirit of God from
our hearts b» shutting our purse to the
world’s necds.

Thers are many routes to the mis-
slon fleld. One s the prayer route.
By It some of the world's best mis-
sionaries hnove entered the field. An-
other is the Intelligence and sympathy
route. Another s the gift route, An-
other Is the preach In person route.
Thes=e are all divinely appointed, and
at least one is open to every dlsciple.

The missionary church is & praving
church, a reading church, and a glv-
ing church.

It men gnve na much heed to their
personsilities as they do to their
pursag, they would be richer for two
worlda.

A famillar saying, as true as it
declares that
anee 0f the causes of foraign missions
has been “dead men and Hving wom-

He | en,"”

"Sand me!™ one exclaims
not my brother?"”
vaolee ‘has come to you.

*“Why

If God heaa

called your brother, the honor of giv- |
% ing up his life to the proclamation of

the gospel would have been his,
it is yours. The call Is a commigsion,
They who hear God's summaons are
they whom he would send.

Now

All the church Is needed to save all
the world.

The work of evangelizing this wodid,
for every man, is a matter of parsonal,
Inallenable obligation, — Robert E.
8Speer.

What s the great missionary prob-
lem of the hour? Has (it to dn with
China, or Turkey, or Indila? Is it &
matter of money, or methods, or men?
No, o hundred times no; the one great
nroblem that welghs upon every mis-
slonary board and upon every lover of
the kingdom is this: How to arouse
the church to an intelligent purpose
to carry tha gospel to the worid's
unevangellzged milions. Once let the
great body of Christians became pos-
sessed of the conviction that It is their
immediate and imperative duty to
spread the gospel newna of Jesus every-
where, and in a twinkling all prob-

others may go. |
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lems will disappear. If the church
resolves to do her whole duty In
preaching tha gospel, the ends of Lhe
earth will hear the sweet sound of sal-
vation within a decade.

—

Electricians are seeking ways of
transmitting power by means of
wirealess telegraphy. Prayer for the
misglonarijes accomplishes this result

—Amos R. Wella,
NEWS AND NOTES.

The organization of & second Lay-
men's Mlisslonary Movement is pro-
posed to advance the Interests of
Home Missions,

A higher standard of agmittancs to
the ranks of the lay preachers of the
Methodist Church South, recently
caused n loss of sbout two thousand
local preachers.

A church of deaf mutes has recent-
ly been established in Boston whih ‘a
Smssaible membership of twelve hun-
red.

By the will of & Jewlsh resident of
Pjttsburg who recently dled, forty
benavolent causes were benefited, fif-
:.'3’(_:11 of which were other than Jew-
sh.

A company of 1,200 Hungarians Is
soon to maks a pllgrimage Lo Rome
to be present at the unveiling of a
monument to Pope Sylvester II, from
whose hands the first king of Hun-
gary recelved his erown.

An Episcopal rector of New York.
who has for some years been experl-
menting on confirmed Inebrigtes
through hypnotism, <¢laims a list of
fifty cures with no “backsliders."”

The Federal Council of the
Churches of Christ in America, which
includes practically all Protestant
bodles with a membership of about
15,000,000, has just established two
new districts, with headquarters in
Chicago and Washington. ©One of the
new secretaries is the pastor of a
Methodlst church, while the other has
been & Presbyterian pastor in Toronto.

A total of more than 100,060 men
have besp in attendance upon the sev-
enty-five conventions of the Laymen's
Misslonary Movement held during the
pas=t{ year. At its recent session in
Chlcago every state in the Union and
every Protestant church In the United
Blates was represented.

Pilgrim chureh in East Iondon, be-
ing In financial strailts, is about to sell
its anclent communion cups to ‘help
pay off a mortgaze of $500, Thess
cups date back to the seventeenth cen-
tury, and are sald to be the only re-
malining tangible evidence connecting
the church with the Pilgrim Fathers.

The Catholic Board for Misslonary
Work Among Colored People i3 the
official name under which work for
the negroes of Maryland and Loulsl-
ana is belng carrled on. To secure
the necessary funds for this work,
white priests are tazed $5 a year,
white Bisters of all orders are asked
for a similar sum, and laymen for one
dollar each, the Ilatter to establish a
yearly fund of $100,000.

During the ten days that the World's
Misslonary Conference is in session in
Edinburgh, Seotland, the managing
staff of particularly every Protestant
foreien mission organization in the
world will be found In that eity, as
well as almost all of the leaders In
this great enterprise at home and
abroad., It {s estimated that at least
1,600 Americens will be in attendance,

More than twentyv-seyven million
membarse of the World's Sunday
schools were represented at the re-
cent Washington conventlon.

SEVEN SENTENCE SERMONS.

Best men are molded out of faults.
—Shakegpeare,
» 4 @
Go put your creed into your deed,
Nor speak with double tongue.
—Emerson.
s » @
And I smiled to think God’'s greatness
flowed around our incomplateness,
Round our restlessness His rest.
—Elizabeth B. Browning.
L
By the falthful plying of the shuttle
of dally duty we weave white raiment
for the soul—Mary A, Stafford.
T

Endurance iz the crowning quality,
And patience all the passion of great
hearts,
—Lowell.
- = =
We have not wings, we cannot soar, i
But we have feet to scale and climb
By slow degrees, but more and more,
The cloudy summits of our time.
—Longfellow,
*® » =
There i{s in every man's heart, a= in
a desk, & secret drawer; the only
!hmi is to find the spring and open
t—Anon.

RELIGIOUS THOUGHT.

Gems Gleaned From the Teachings of
All Denominations.,

Marriage Is a divine plan of estab-

liézu.ng homes for the highest beings |
| o

creation.—Rev. J. L. Thompson,
Christian Church, Kansas Clty,
HOPE FOR THE FALLEN.

No matier how low a2 man may fall, |

If the rebound is toward God the man
iz blessed.—Rev. B. F. Rliley, Baptist,
Houston, Tex.

LAW OF NATURE.

The law of nature holds good In the
law of God. Man or his children are
apt to reap according to the sowing.—
Rev. L. M. Zimmerman, Lutheran, Bal-

| ore.
the main rr.L!l--“m <

SUCCESSE IN GOD'S WORK.
Success In Christian work does not

nlways depend upon superior mental|

atiainments, but upon the power of

Simply bscause the |

adaptation.—~Rev. G. Adams, Method-
ist, Brooklyn,
LOOK OUT FOR YOUR CREEDS.

A broad creed will produce a broad
life, & narrow creed a narrow life, a
lofty creed n lofty life, a false creed &
false life.—Rev. M, McLeod, Presbyte-
rlan, Tacoma, Wash.

LOYALTY.

The noblest word In the catalogue
of social virtue is “loyalty.” That in-
volves obedience, and Christian obedl-
ence means doing the common neces-
sary tasks of lHfe In the splrit of
Christ, which is the spirit of love and
sacrifice.—Rev. H. G. Hale, Congrega-
tionalist, Brookline, Mass.

PRAYING PERSONS.

Every earnest sincere person Is a
praying person whether he knows it
or not, whether he have any theolog-
leal convictions or not ere are
times when something wells up within
him and goes out in search of the uni-
versal life, deep apswereth unto deep.
—Rev. E. Stanton Hodgin, Unitarian,
Los Angeles, Cal

WISDOM.

Trus wisdom does not necessarily
come with length of years, but it does
come from close observation and care-
reading and deep thinking. ‘*Man
cannot live by bread nlone.” These
words were uttered by Christ after

| men had tried to live for several thou-

|

! Church' — ""the Bride,

sand years and had falled. By sleep-
ing and drinking and supping a2 man
can stay, but he cannot live.—Rev. Dr.
Thomas C. Hinkle, Methodist Episco-
pal, Omaha.

PRAYER'S ACCEPTABLE FORM,

Gratitude {5 the most acceptable
form of prayer. It has been called the
respiration of the soul. As in every
human breast there are two move-
ments—the ong that Inhales the air,
the other that exhales It after It has
enriched the blood—s0 should there be
in every soul two movements—the onhe
recelving gifts from the holy spirit,
which Invigorates our inner life, the
other pouring forth those gifts in the
form of thanksgiving. Every blessing
we enjoy In the order of nature or
grace is a gratultous bounty of our
Creator.—Cardinal Gibbons, Roman
Catholle, Baltimore,

PRAYER'S EFFICACTE.

Efficacy of prayer is not limited to
its effect on the one who prays. A
true prayer has its effect of courags,
faith, strengith and healing not only
on him who speaks and on him who
hears with the ear, but on the absent
as well. The operation of the spirit
i= not bound by the limitations of
physical things. “Spirit with spirit
canp meel.” On every ground save that
of pure materialism it seems to me
that there (s reason to believe in
prayer for the sick, the tempted and
those in peril, We are justified In
praying for the mbsent as for the pres-
ent, and we need not be ashamed to
confess that a prayer that presents
God's purpose of health to the mind
of a patient may check the progress
of disease.—Rev. Lewls T. Reed, Con-
gregationalist, Brooklyn.

JOY OF FRIENDSHIP.

The best friendships as a rule are
those that begin young. Life's ifron is
then fire hot, and we weld -easily.

And the special happiness hera 1= that,
properly managed. these unions are
often for all the years. In the col-
lege common room you stumble upan
& brother soul which vibrates respon-
sive to your own, and then after three
or four decades and when you sre al-
most at the end of the journey the
music is still going on. Your careers
have been wide apart, your fortunes
diifferent, your meetings perhaps infre-
quent, and yet the mere sense that
your friend is yonder, thinking his
thoughts and dolng his work, is a
strength and a companianship to you.
How much =p you will know when he
has gone. A soulful intimacy of this
kind acquires an ever better flavor
with the years. Cannot many & man
point to some long friendship, & con-
tinuous source of Interest and easea ‘of
mind which went on without much
reflection till one day he woke up and
found himself another mapn, remads
by another’'s personality, In the or-
dinary round of life, in work and play
and talk, in talk of books and busi-
ness, of neighbors and old memories?
Slowly one has reached the ather‘sl
point of view. Hls life has been
learned plecemeal as he tells of (ts
crises and how he felt at this great
mnment and that; how he was disap-
pointed at first, but soon came to an-
other mind; how after that he found a
great joy and lived on it for years,
and then how It was taken away, but
nothing could keep him from living
on it still. Stage by stage, by uncon-
sclous and freel- given sympathy, one
has lived the other man's life; one has
seen things and felt them as he saw
and felt them; one has slipped un-
awares into his language and by de-
grees into his thoughts. There's. the
jov of frlendship—''we live each oth-
er's lfe.”"—Rey. Caleb 8, 8. Dautton,
Unitarian, Brooklyn. B

THE PEOPLE’S PULPIT

by

Workmen Needing
r. Not to Be Ashamed

RUSSELL. “Study to Show Thyself Approv-
Pastor Brookly ed Unto God, a Workman That
Needeth Not to Be Ashamed,
Rightly Dividing the Word of

Truth” (II Timothy i, 15).

== OUISVILLE, Ky., June 18,—

i Pastor Russell, of Brooklyn,

N. Y., today addressed the

International Bible Students’

assoclation here, using the

above text. He al=o gave &

publlc address under the auspices of

ths associstion. He had crowded

houses and earnest attention. On the
above text he sald in part:

I address you, dear friends, as Chris-
tians, students of God's word, and not
as sectarians. Although the world Is
full of denominations, each claiming to
be the church of Christ, we all admit
that there is but tha one “Church of
the firstborns whose names are writ-
ten in heaven” (Hebrews xii, 23). This
conviction ls being borme {n upon us
more and more as the days go by, and
as the eyes of our understanding open
more widely to the teachings of God's
word. = We realize Increasingly that
our division medans our ghame in the
éeyes of the world, and that our credal
contradictions imply that we are not
all led in all thingt by the Holy Spirit,
the teachings of Wwhich cannot be Yea
and Nay upon theg =ame subject. It 1s
this sentiment Wh is taking hold of
the ministry of all denominations and
making them snxious for &n outward
show of unity in church “federation,
which will shortly be effected. The
Christian public, however, and espe-
cially Bible students, are not deeply
sympathetic with the federation idea.
They realize that at most It would be
a gloss of deception so far as doctrinal
oneness is concerned; and that other-
wise it is but a business or werldly
combination.

Bible students are more and more
coming to prefer the Lord's way—the
weriptural way. They are coming to
realize that what God's people need is
not more organization but less organi-
gation, not more explicit creeds but
the ona standard of fellowship which
the Bible seta up. Thei,' are learning
that this simple creed is:—a turning
from sin and acceptance of the Lord
Jesus &s the Redeemer from sin and
death and the full consecration of the
beliaver, mind and body, to know and
to do the Lord's will to the best of his
gbility, under the Lord’s providential
guldance. We ail see that this simple
bond of fellowship is the only one laid
down in God's word, and that whatso-
ever is more than this Is injurious—
bondage to men and to systems. We
all see that “the Church of the Living
God whose names are written in heav-
en" Is composed exclusively of such as
conform to the terms of this simple
ereed—that these alona will constitute
“the Body of Christ which fs the
tha Lamb's
wife,” whom he will accept and unita
to himself in the end of this age. We
all =ee that this class alone i=s referred
to in the scripture as “the elect,” who
are to be assoclated with the Savior
in his glorious spiritual kingdom,
which, Invisible to men, is shortly to
be established in power and great
glory for the blessing of natural Israel
and through her for the blessing of all
the familles of the earth—living and
dead.

“Workmen Not Ashamed.”

Let us consider the latter part of our
text first- The apostle’'s suggestion is
that Timothy and all the ministers of
the gospel of Christ are professedly
workmen laboring under the guldance
of God’s word.,  In the larger sense
every Christian is a minister of the
gospel, or, as St. Peter declares of all
the consecrated, “Y¥e are a Royal
Priesthood. & Holy People, a Paculiar
Treasure.” In the end of the age will
come a reckoning time, a showing of
results, “Every man's work that he
hath wrought shall be made manifest”
(I Corinthlans {il, 13).

Our text urges that Timothy, and
every falthful servant of God should
be so loyval to God and his message
that in the great time of examination
in the end of this age preparatory to
the introduction of the kingdom the
showing shall be one of which we need
not be ashamed. Let us, then, as
Christian Bible students of all denoml-
nations gathered here today, ask our-
selves respecting our own work in_the
world, and now it must appear to God,
to ourselves, and to our fellowmen—
vea, how It must shortly be made
manifest to all!

Let us call the roll. Baptist breth-
ren, what have you to show &8 work-
men who mneed not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the +word of truth?
Methodlst brethren, what say you?
Presbyteriangs next. Congregational-
ists, Lutherans, Cathollc=—alll

The answer of one ia practically the
answer of all; *We have—s0 many
hundred churches. They coOst—80
many millions of dollars. Their stee-
ples are—s0 high. Their cost of main-
tenance is—so much. The number of
ministers is—so many. The church col-
lections amount to so much.
amgunt collected for forelgn missions
is—s0o much. The amount expended
on fine choirs and elegant organs is—

| fora
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our churches is—so much. The un-
pald ipterest on many of these debts
fs—=so much. The time and energy ex-
pended in fairs, basaars, ete., to help
pay the expenditures is—so much. The
number of e¢hurch membership i=—
s0 many. The number In BSunday
schools Is—so many.”

Many of our dear Christian friends
say, What lack we yet? Have we not
really attained the goal of our church
ambition? Should we bulld finer edl-
fices or pay larger salaries? Ars we
not straining ourselves with collections
at every turn? What more could God
ask of us? “We are rich and increased
in goods and have nesd of nothing”
(Revelation I, 16-19),

In reply we may suppose the Lord to
ask, Where did I give you instruction
raspecting these things? Where in my
word did you find the suggestion that
what I desired you to do In the world
was (o erect great church edifices,
piles of stone and iron and mortar,
polished woods and stained glass?
You arg not rlgatly reading my word.
However -ﬁpod intention;, you have
falled to “rightly divide the word of
truth!"™ The temple respecting which
1 gave instruction Is the spiritual one,
the temple of the holy spirit—the body
of Christ. which Is the church. I
fear. that you have forgotten the
true temple of God while rearing
so mang temples of earthly mater-
ials, oncerning the true temple I
instructed wou fthat *“the temple of
god is holy, which temple ye are"—

living =tones" being shaped and pol-

ished *“for the habitatlon of God
through the spirit.” Bhow me what
you have accomplished in this way.
Show me to what extent you have
rightly divided my word, and proper-
ly Instructed mankind respect?ng my
glorious character and my great oi-
vine. plan of the ages! Show me
fruitage of the glorious message!

How many in all the millions that
you report are “New Creatures In
Christ Jesus,” who “walk not after the
fi.sh, but after the spirit?’ Let me
hear the message of my love and
grace In Christ as you are proclaiming
it! What mean these sectarian di-
visions amongst you? Why are there
so0 many chureh edifices and so few
saintly worshipers? Who nuthorized
you to put these creedal fences be-
tween my people to divide the flock?
Know ye not that I =ald, there s one
flock and one Bhepherd? Why have
you so neglected the spiritual interests
of my flock and thelr instruction in
righteousness? WWhy are you so unable
to rightly divide my word?

Instead of coming together as ona
Church of the Living God whose
names are written In heaven you have
dlvided Into hundreds of sects and par-
tie=! Instead of takinf my word as a
wheole and rightly dividing its teach-
ings'as between the different ages and
dispensations of my work, vou have |
divided my word In a sectarian man-
ner. One gect has made one selection
from my word and another sect has
made another selection., Thus ye ar-
ray one part of my word against an-
other part of it, and hence get into
confusion and confllet. What have you
to answer for these things?

With shame of face we must all ac-

knowledge that *We have done thaose
things which we ought not to have
done and have left undone those things
which we ought to have dome, and
there i{s no help in us.” The proper
thing for us to do, dear Christian]
friends, 1= to get down upon our knees|
before the Lord and in contrition of |
heart to acknowledge that we have
wrought no deliverance In the earth
(I=alah xxvi, 18); that cur eectarian
differences are our shame; that the
ignorance that we have all been in re-
specting the word of God s humiliat-
ing, Now that our eyes are cpen so|
that we can comprehand as never be-
the harmony of God's message
from Genesis to Revelation, it means
a rich feast and blessing to our souls,'
The word of God becomes more pre-
eclous to us dally as we become able
to comprehend it. Our duty is to fly
to the assistance of our dear brethren
and sisters. in Christ, of all denomina-
tions, and to call upon them to join
with us in a determined stand for
righteousness, for truth, for God and
for hls word.

We must show them that ignorantly
we and they have dishonored our God
by misrepresentation of his character
and wmisrepresentations of the real
teachings of the Bible. We must point
them to the fact that the Bible does
not teach that all mankind except the
*elect” salnts will be ed to an
eternity of torture at the hands of fire-
proof demons. We must show them
that tha election of the chureh during
this age—a saintly little flock—does
not mean injury to the non-elect. That,
on the contrary, it is the divine pur-
pose that the elect maints with their
great Redeemer in ‘shall consti-
tute God's kingdom. "
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and superstition and uplift mankind
by- “restitution,” by resurrection pro-
cesses, up, up, up, to all that was lost
in Eden by disobedience and to mll se-
cured for Adam and his race through
the great transaction of Calvary (Acta
i1, 18-21).
“Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth.”
Alas, how many Intelligent people
have turned aslide from following
Christ and from hearing the yvolce of
God through the Bible! Alas, how
many are looking to Theosophy, to
Spiritism, to Christian Science, to
¥Figher Criticlam, to Evolution—wan-
dering farther and farther dally from
the “faith once delivered to the saints"
(Jude 1ii). We fault them mo more
than we fault oursalves. As & whole
we have been workmen who need to
be ashamed. We have dishonored God
through misunderstanding and mis-
representing his word and his charac-
ter. We have driven away from God
and the Bible some of the most intel-
ligent of pur fellows, by reason of the
¢ ntradlctory nonsense of our creeds.
The apostla urges, “Study to show
thyself approved unto God.”" We are
not to suppose, therefore, that the
hizhest of all sclences, that which per-
tains to the divine purpose and the
dlvine plan, can be acquired without
study. We are not {n this claiming
that study slone would bring the de-
sired results of proper knowledge. We
heartily agree in the scriptural prop-
osition that “the world by wisdom
knows not God.” We are not there-
fore to study along the lines of “that
wisdom that cometh from above"—
along the lines of the inspired sorip-
tures. We must study! Whoevar will
not study will not know. *“The secret
of the Lord is with them that rever-
ence him.* And reverencing him
means the glving of our best thoughts
and talents to the study of his wdbd,

that we may know “the things fresly

given to us of God” (I Corinthians ii,
12).

We ehould note further as Bible stu-
dents that we must not study to be
approved of men, but to have the di-
vine approval. This will bring to us,
as it did to the Master and his apos-
tles, the disapprobation of the world-
v wize and nominally religious. It
was the chlef priests and secribes and
pharisees, and not the common pso-
ple of the Jews, nor the Roman sol-
dlers, who were gulity of the cruci-
fixion of our Lord. And we must éx-
pect similar conditions,  because, as
the apostle says, "As he was S0 are
we in this world"” The class who
enlled the Master Beclzebub . is  the
same class which will oppose his foot-
step followers,

God permits all this with wise and
loving foraintention. Nothing connect-
ed wfth the opposing forces Is In any
sense of the word interfering with his

great program. = He set apart with di-
vine wisdom this gospel age of nearly

pnineteen centuries for the sole pur-
pose of selecting from the world *the

| Chureh of the firstborne'’—the restrie-

tion of his message, the darkening of
counsel, ths clashing of creeds, tha op-
position of the world, the fiesh and
the devil, are all wisely permitted with
the foreintention on God’'s part that
thus all through the age ths way of
the cross—in the footsteps of Jesus—
ghould be a “narrow way,” so that
cnmparatively few fnding it would
care to walk in it

It Is those few, that "little flock™
zezlous for God, fop his word, for
righteousness, that he Is now marking
out as the prospective joint heirs with
Jesus In his glorfous kingdom. which
fs to bless the world with full opportu-
nitles for earthly salvation—"retribu-
tiop.”” The trials of the faith, the pa-
tiefice, the love, the devotion of this
“Iitle flock" are all designed and not
accldéental. Satan and hls hosts may
think to thwart the divine plan and
may mislead and use humanity as
their tools, but it shall yet be seen
that all of the divine purposes ghall be
accomplished. The word that has gone
forth out of Jehovah's mouth shall
prosper In the thing whereto he

sent it.

§t. Paul declared of earthly lIsrael
that they enjoyed “much advantage
every way, because to them were com-~
mitted the oracles of God.” So now,
dear friends, it seems to me that you
and 1 and ell sincere Christians the
world around enjoy much advantage
every way. Looking to the past wea
find t excuse for our dear forefa-
thers who, with sincerity of heart, so
misunderstood the divine word - and
#n mizinterpreted the spirit of: the
Master that they burned one another
at the stake. We should not think so
harshly of them for th though
they lived today under the greater ad-

vantages which Wwe possess. We
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should consider them as blinded by
the great adversary as was ul of
Tarsus, when he, 88 & mamber of the
Banhedrin, authorized the stoni of
Bt Stephen. We should think olug.m
sympathetically—as 8t. Peter spoke of
the Jews who crucified the Lord. Ha
sald, “I wot, brethren, that in Ignor-
ance ye 4ld it, as did alsp your rul-
ers.”. Bo, also, we should kindly, lov-
ingly cast a mantla of benevolencs
over eimlilar conduct on the part of
Johp Calvin and others of cur forefa-
thers. But as we would not go to the
Jewlsh rulers, nor to Saul of
for religious instruction, neither should
we go to Brother Calvin or others of
our forefathers who were blindad, as
he was, respecting the truos character
:fgad and the true =pirit of hig
o -
Only within the past cen
the masses of God's people twbou I:‘h‘:
even to read the Bible, if they had pos-
sessed it. And only within the e
time have they had the Bible to X,
Our great hindrance has been tha
with Bibles In our hands and 1
ability to use them, we looked for
struction to our well meaning fal

the e Y
understanding are opened. ’Tel:- .
derful Bibles of our day with th
marginal references, their econcoss
ances, ete., and other assistancey
Bible study are bringing us in t
with the whole message of

word.  Now one passage of sorj
throws light upon another and

with iIncreasing brightness the wors
ofthalardunhmpﬁvu!mun
the pathway of his church,




